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AFCC Ontario Is Going Live: afccontario.ca
We are about to launch our new website and
will be able to communicate with our members
in a more timely way. The Board made a
decision to keep a Members only section to
access our newsletter and share ideas with one
another from across the province on services
and programs related to family law. We will
keep you posted on ongoing projects and task
groups that are focused on family justice issues
across Ontario.

Each month, a number of us get together to plan
and organize the next events. Please join us. For
further information, please contact patti cross at
patti.cross@gmail.com.

In this Issue

We are really excited about this chapter and the
synergy that has been bubbling since our launch
event in January 2008, at the University of
Toronto’s law school.
Our work continues. To hear more about the
committees and how you can contribute please
contact: patti.cross@gmail.com. Also, please
join us in membership recruitment. Why?
Your membership is an investment in
professional excellence. There is no better way
to keep pace with the rapidly changing
environment for those who work with families
in conflict. Your membership will provide you
with the latest information and most
knowledgeable resources, saving you valuable
time and money. There are many networking
opportunities to meet, learn with, consult and
even debate with a diverse group of
professionals all committed to excellence in
resolving family conflict. Membership includes
invitations to conferences and training
programs, education, advocacy and the
opportunity to participate on AFCC Ontario
chapter committees, task forces and projects.
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A Note From The President

AFCC ONTARIO
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: patti cross
President Elect: Justice Craig Perkins
Vice President: Dr. Barbara Jo Fidler
Secretary: Deb Moskovitch

It has been an exciting spring for the AFCC,
Ontario chapter. We had our first
conference/annual general meeting on April 3,
2009 in Toronto. Dr. Barbara Fidler and Deborah
Moskovitch, the co-chairs of the Conference
Subcommittee, deserve a huge round of applause
for organizing this fabulous conference. They were
assisted by a number of extremely gifted and
creative AFCC Ontario members who also did a
wonderful job. The conference/AGM was very
successful with over two hundred people in
attendance.
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We also now have our first Board of Directors!
Members include Justice Craig Perkins, Dr.
Barbara Fidler, Dr. Rachel Birnbaum, Deborah
Moskovitch, Lynn Lavery, Justice Debra Paulseth,
Maggie Hall, Anthony Macri, Steven Benmor, and
Dena Moyal. Thank you to Justice Emile Kruzick,
Howard Hurwitz and Wendy Bryans for all of their
work in selecting the Board. Professions and
geography are all well-represented by this great
group of people. I can’t wait to work with them.
A little over a month after our inaugural event in
April, AFCC, Ontario co-hosted the Professor Nick
Bala Tribute on May 8, 2009 in Kingston. It was a
delightful day and a joyous evening. Thank you to
all the panellists and speakers who participated.
Thanks must also go to Justice Harvey Brownstone,
our very own Billy Crystal, as the Master of
Ceremonies for the evening. Professor Bala later
thanked us for the Tribute, saying that he and his
family were “delighted and deeply moved by the
“Bala Gala”.
You should know that we are doing quite a bit in
addition to planning conferences. Our website
should be up and running this summer. We have
various working groups working on projects
including a Parenting Assessor’s Working Group,
chaired by Anthony Macri, a Public Information
Forum Working Group, chaired by Steven Benmor,
and an Awards Subcommittee, chaired by Dr.
Rachel Birnbaum. Other working groups will be
struck over the next year. The success of the
AFCC Ontario chapter belongs to you – the
members. It became obvious to me early on in the
development of this chapter, that people were
hungry for an interdisciplinary approach to family
law in the province and an association to represent
2 interests. Now, we have it – thanks to you. I
their
strongly believe that this Chapter will be at the
forefront of family law reform in Ontario. I look
forward to working with you.

AFCC Ontario Membership Status Report
We reported in our last newsletter that we had 152 members – all since our provisional chapter status
was approved in Vancouver in May 2008. We are now up to 170 members and still growing. We are
absolutely delighted that so many people want to be a part of our community.

patti cross and Justice Craig Perkins

AFCC Ontario Quicktopic Message Board
As part of our commitment to ensure that the AFCC Ontario members have an easily accessible forum
for communication and discussion, we started an AFCC Ontario Quick Topic message board. It can be
found at: http://www.quicktopic.com/share?s=Fsyf.
This free bulletin board allow everyone to introduce themselves, discuss various issues, keep informed
and up-to-date about AFCC Ontario events, and allows both members and the Board of Directors to
communicate with each other. It’s a wonderful tool.
As administrator of the site, I post topics to keep you up-to-date on what is happening to the chapter.
You can read the messages posted under the topics and add messages.
It is an easy bulletin board to use. You simply add a message simply by providing your email address.
You can also subscribe to topics. To do this, you need to provide an email address, but nothing else. If
you subscribe, you will receive email updates when new postings are added to selected topics.
Please note that your email addresses are private. They will never be sold to anyone!
I hope that you subscribe to this bulletin board. It’s fast, easy, and incredibly inexpensive!!

AFCC INAUGURAL EVENT
April 3, 2009 marked the launch of AFCC Ontario’s first AGM and educational event. An
overwhelming success, the event was sold out, and received excellent reviews. The theme was
“Improving the Lives of Children and Families in Conflict”. Keynote speaker Dr. Jean Clinton, a
psychiatrist and Assistant Clinical Professor at McMaster University, gave a highly entertaining and
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enlightening speech on “How Family Conflict Affects the Developing Brain”. The points of interest
included:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Children need to feel heard and experience responsive parenting
We need to consider the next seven generations: How children are parented is a reflection of
how their parents were parented and how children will come to parent.
The first five years and the child’s experiences during those years are critical in how the brain
develops
TAFFY: What we THINK, affects how we FEEL, affects how we ACT
Marital conflict and stress are key to child outcomes, not the divorce per se
The adolescent brain and executive functioning are under construction.

Dr. Clinton’s keynote address was followed by an informative and thought-provoking address by
Justice Harvey Brownstone who shared lessons from his best-selling book: Tug of War: A Judge’s
Verdict on Separation, Custody Battles and the Bitter Realities of Family Court”. Concluding this
exceptional day was a provocative multidisciplinary panel on “Conflict: Challenging Assumptions and
Changing Priorities”, moderated by Howard Hurwitz with an esteemed panel of experts -- Madam
Justice Debra Paulseth, Lorraine Martin, Bernie Mayer and Jeffery Wilson.
The first AGM, led by Mr. Justice Craig Perkins and patti cross, ended with electing
a multidisciplinary Board of Directors consisting of 11 professionals within Ontario who are: Steven
Benmor, Rachel Birnbaum, patti cross, Barbara Jo Fidler, Maggie Hall, Lynn Lavery, Anthony Macri,
Deborah Moskovitch, Dena Moyal, Justice Debra Paulseth and Justice Craig Perkins.
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Tribute to Professor Nicholas Bala
Kingston, Ontario
On May 8, 2009, AFCC’s second major event was held in cooperation with Queen’s
Law School. Special thanks go to Dean Bill Flannigan, the Queen’s Alumni folks,
Dianne Butler, Deanna Morash, Amber Ooman and everyone who participated in
making this a truly amazing event and celebration to Nick.
The Tribute included an educational conference, reception and dinner. The conference
showcased 4 areas of law that Professor Bala is especially passionate about, including
family law, child protection law, youth justice, and child witnesses and evidence.
Speakers included Professor Rollie Thompson, Professor Nick Bala, Dr. Barbara Jo
Fidler, Mary Jo Maur, Justice Jennifer MacKinnon, Justice Emile Kruzick, Dr. Peter
Jaffe, Justice Anne Trousdale, Martha Downey, Jane Long, Justice Brian Scully, Dr.
Dan Ashbourne, Dr. Rachel Birnbaum, Dr. Joe Hornick, Pamela Hurley, Professor Sue
Miklas, Dan Goldberg, and Justice George Czutrin.
Following the conference, a reception and dinner was held with Justice Harvey
Brownstone as the Master of Ceremonies. The speakers included: Professor and Dean
Bill Flanagan, Assistant Deputy Attorney General Ann Meritt, Justice R. James
Williams, Supreme Court of Nova Scotia (Family Division), Justice Jennifer Blishen,
Brahm Siegel, and Phil Epstein, QC, Epstein Cole LLP who entertained the audience
with a roast to Nick. Nick’s 4 children (Emily, Katie, Andrew and Elizabeth) treated
everyone to a song with amazing harmony and grace in: For Good, from the musical
Wicked—well done!
The evening was capped by the announcement of two awards in honour of Nicholas
Bala: (1) The Faculty of Law, Queen’s University is sponsoring the Professor Nick Bala
Fund for Family Law; and (2) AFCC Ontario Chapter is sponsoring the Professor
Nicholas Bala Award for Excellence in Children and Family Law. For more details and
how you can contribute to the AFCC Ontario award to a law and/or social work student
in family law, please contact: patti.cross@gmail.com.
In addition, Professor Sanjeev Anand, University Of Alberta is editing a book with
academic scholars, judges and practitioners on children and the law in tribute to
Professor Nicholas Bala and his scholarly achievements.
See attached links for a taste of just some of the wonderful papers and speeches in
tribute to Nick.
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Professor Nick Bala’s summary paper on alienation (a full paper will be coming out in
January 2010): Bala et al Alienation Summary May09
Dr. Barbara Jo Fidler on parenting coordination in high conflict disputes, alienation, and
interventions in alienation cases:
Fidler PC Bala Tribute
Fidler #1 Bala Tribute
Fidler #2 Bala Tribute
Dr. Joe Hornick on child witness: Nick's Tribute - Child Witness A Glimpse
Dr. Dan Ashbourne on youth justice assessment services: Nick Bala Event May 8 2009
Mary Jo Maur on Fisher v. Fisher and the court’s interpretation:
Speaking Notes
How Have Ontario Courts Interpreted
Justice Ann Trousdale on what judges need in sec. 54 assessments:
What do Judges want in an assessment
Martha Downey on court ordered sec. 54 assessments:
Bala Event Panel 21May09
Professor Sue Miklas on interviewing children: Interviewing Outline.09

AFCC 46th ANNUAL CONFERENCE
CHILDREN, COURTS AND CUSTODY: BACK TO THE FUTURE OR FULL
STEAM AHEAD?
New Orleans
Sheraton New Orleans
May 27-30, 2009
Conference program available at:
http://afccnet.org
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Please join AFCC Ontario in New Orleans for a dinner/jazz cruise on May
28, 2009. We sail at 6:00 p.m. Contact patti.cross@gmail.com to register
and join us on the Steamboat Nanchez.

Join fellow AFCC members from around the globe to the 5th World
Congress on Family Law and Children’s Right’s in Halifax, Nova Scotia,
August 23-26, 2009. http://www.lawrights.asn.au/

INVITATION TO ALL PARENTING CAPACITY ASSESSORS

The Association of Family and Conciliation Courts – Ontario Chapter (AFCCO) invites
all professionals who conduct parenting capacity assessments to the launch of The
Parenting Capacity Assessors Working Group of the AFCCO.
The Parenting Capacity Assessors Working Group aims to:
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•
•
•
•
•

Create a forum for exchanging ideas among assessors
Discuss protocols for parenting capacity assessments
Discuss how assessments can be better understood by those who use them
Discuss the impact of section 54 of the Child and Family Services Act
Create a mentoring program for those seeking to conduct assessments

The launch is on Friday, June 12, 2009 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the offices of the
Children’s Aid Society of Toronto at 30 Isabella Street (Yonge Street, four streets south
of Bloor St.).
Please come to share your ideas.
To confirm attendance or to get more information, please contact
Anthony Macri, 416-924-4640, extension 2568, or e-mail at pca.afcco@gmail.com
Please forward this invitation to anyone you know who conducts parenting capacity
assessments. This is not intended for those who only conduct custody or access
assessments.

LAW AND SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH

We ask members to let us know of cases and evidence-based social science research that may be of
interest to our respective disciplines.
The following peer reviewed articles below focus on high conflict families with an emphasis on
interventions and outcomes.
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High Conflict Families: Differential Interventions: 45 Houston Lawyer 24
5026 770885140 90 9519980

This study examined the immediate and short-term effects on children of the conflict (as
reflected by the level of court involvement) their family experiences during divorce
proceedings. Families going through various levels of divorce (dissolution, divorce with
little litigation, moderate litigation, and high levels of litigation) were investigated.
Seventy-six parents (31 men and 45 women) between the ages of 22 and 53 who had
children ranging in age from 2 to 17 years old participated. The Divorce Adjustment
Inventory-Revised was completed by the parents immediately following the divorce
hearing and again 6 months later. Results indicated that families experiencing a higher
level of conflict (as measured by level of court involvement) displayed more family
conflict or maladjustment, less favorable divorce conditions and child coping ability,
and less positive divorce resolution. Implications of the study and indications for future
research are discussed.
Keywords: divorce; court involvement; postdivorce relationship; parenting.
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